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fwo days ago, with the gladsome beams of
ihe October sun dancing among the pines, and
the nazy drcaminoss of an October day about
ug, o party of four made a tour of the hattle-
fiolds of Sevon Pinos and Fair Oaks. At respec-
tive distances of soven and nine miles from tho
city, theso battle-fiolds aro more frequently vis-
itod by tho visitors to Richmond than any other
of the numerous scenes of by-gono deadly strifo
that oncompass the city, because more accensi-
ble. So far as Soven Pines and Fair Oaks are
coucerned, tho tourist finds little to reward him
for his jolling over the horriblo roads leading
from tue city to the ficlds, which the armies re-
dueed to notaing moro than a series of ruts, and
which have never been ropaired.  Going ont o
what 18 called the Nine-milo road, at about six
milea from tho city tho outer line of the delences
of Richmond 18 reached, and here the sight-goor
liad best mako his longest pause, for hero tho
band of war hws bocu hid 8o heavily upon the
earth thot the impress of the stroke will last for
voars, ‘Lhis defensivo line is probably the long-
ost aud most claborate ever constructed for tield
detence.  Bogarming on the James River, it
swoeps around the city at an averago distancs of
yix miles from 1f, until it touches the North Anna
far to the northward. Up and down the hillocks
run the groat trenches, clasping betweon them
on overy summit a bastioned fort, whose hugo
sides of yellow carth aro landmarks for miles in
thoir front. Lhere iy a newness of appearanco
about these works that is remarkable, when the
fret is considered that tho rains of a quartette
ol years have boaten upon thom. But the faot
may bo purtly explained by considering the caro
and slill with which they were originally con-
structed, and by remembering that thoy noevor
tolt the shock of battle, for they have all been
butlt sinco that disastrous Spring when, from
tho marshes of the Chickahominy, McCLELLAN
wad endeavoring to reach out his hand to take
Richmond by the throat. But, though unstained
by blood, there thoy atand to-day, most improes-
sive memorials of the gigantic dimensions our
civil war assumeod, and of the skill, fortitude and
ancrgy with which it was waged,

FAIR OAKS.

Stauding at the fort on this line, which frowns
grimly upon the approaches to the Nime-milo
road, down in the front, s mile away, a group of
i3olated oalks, trenching upon the cdge of a pino
forost, can be observed. Thess are the Fair
Oaks, and they arc passing fair to the eyes in
that wilderness of pines and dwarf growth,
Botween these oaks and pines and the lwe of
works whero Lre's lines thon were, is open
groud—once cultivated flelds, now abandoned
wastes, save here and thero a patch of eorn-
tiocld. In the pino forest to the right of the
Oaks Casey was encamped that terriblo day
whon the enemy pounced upon him, and con-
vorted the pinery into shamble, There are
fow traces of the struggle visible now. Scrutin-
iz¢ closely and the trees can be scen to be
marked with bullets, hero and there one shat-
tered with a cannon ball; at intervals open
graves, from.which the dead have been removed
to other gepulchres, and these are all, Ihave
seon battle-flelds while tho bLattle raged, have
travoraed them as soon as 1t ceosed, and 1 muat
say that if thon thoy wero exciting, at four yenrs
after the battls they are more agreeable places
of resort. Of the torn and meangled forms of
msn and beasts and the hardly less sorrowiully-
guggestive dédris of armics that then always
cumters and affrighta mother eartly there is
hero at Fair Oaks not a trace. 'The dead bhave
been buried or have mouldered out of sight; the
wounded have beon carried away to get well or
die; the broken muskets, the blankets, cantcens
and other articles that fall from the nerveless
goldier as the bullet strikes him, have all been
carriod off by tounsts or utilized by the people
of the surrounding country. Fair Quaks is to-
day then nothing but a solitude, holding yet
boneath its bosom the mouldering bones of
many of its victims, but bearing on its faco
hardly a scar of the terrible strite tha! so hacked
and mangled it four years ago.

SEVEN PINES,

Southwardly and eastwardly two miles from
the grove ol oaks touching the edge of that hor-
rible eorduroy road, called in irony the Williams-
burgh pike, at precisely seven miles from Rich-
mond, is the beginning of a heavy pine forest:
lonce the name of Scven Pines, suggested by
tho distance from the city and not deseriptive ot
the number of trees, for they are almost ag sands
on the sea-shore, sweeping over & great breadth
of ground down to the Chickahominy and over
the barren hills beyond., The ground known as
Soven Pines bears no more impress of the terri-
blo 8cenes onco enacted upon it than does Fair
Oaks, and the two fields are so contiguous as to
bs blended in one—as the battles were so coinci-
dont in time that only the pen of critical history
can draw tho line botween them. OQur accounts,
indead, if I remember rightly, elass them ag
ono, under the name of Seven Pines; hut tho
Confederates seem to consider them two sepa-
vate and distinet actions, and have christened
them [fair Ocks and Seven Pines,

It matters little whether one or two, there hes
the ground to-day seven miles away from this
populons city, and it is a wilderness and a soli-
tudo. 1 know mot whether hefore tho war it
boro the same aspect or not, but as it looks now
it -loes uot requiro o lively imagination to con-
sicdar the curse of the shedder of blood is upon.
On very few acres of tho entire breadth has the
plow {ollowed in the track of havoe, and where
it has, the vegetation is stunted and has a sickly
appearance. ‘The pines scem murmauring an
everlagling requiem ; the few of human kind
ever to be zecn about the place wear a dejected
look ; in short, the whole scene brings vividly
to mind that painting of deeolution, Hoop's
¢ Haunted Houso.”

THE CEMETERY.

Not the least sorrowful of the inspirations of
Soven Pines is one of those cemeteries with
which the Governmentis disfiguwring, I might al-
most say desecrating, all the battle-fields of the
war, Three acres of ground have been pur-
chased on the field skirting the Williams-
burgh road, laid off into an exact square
inclosed with a high psaling fence white-
washed a staring white, and inte this
gquare eighteen hundred dead huve been
huddled, being transferred from where they fell
and were buried on the surrounding battle-field.
A gate opens into this fleld of death recured
with a cow-shed padlock, and bearing overitin
garnished letters the inscription ¢ Seven Pines
National Cemotery.” At the head of each grave
i3 a board painted that inevitable white, bearing
80 much of the name, regiment and company, of
which the bones beneath once formed a part, as
could be discovered, But very rarcly indeed
does a full descriptive list appcar upon these
boards, and the great majority of them bear
only the words: “Unknown United States Sol-
dier.” Sometimes the fragment of a mname,
gometimes initials have survived, and these are
painted upon the boards.

These cemeteries, if this one at Seven Pines
be a type of them, are repulsive in the bighest
degrece, In some of the great eities of the dead,
liko Qreenwood, death has Veen c¢lothed with
such pootry that the rambler among the tombs
might wish himself dead solely for the pleasure
o0 3leeping in the midst of such beauty; hut tho
.. 4t eare-toszod mortal, looking on one of these

Dnad seweteries, would pray heartily for lifo
o e b e bouzlit by ovest in 4he midst of
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them is atiff, overything garish; nothing sug-
geative of the sweeping lines of eternity, but

everything squared to the angulanty of life,
As all these dord rested in their original graves

with tho moaning pines alove them, and g
mossy green clinging to the carth that wrapped
them, there was about them gom ‘hing of the
softness that should encircle death; but here,
with not a shrub or s Llade of gress—nothmg
but the yellow carth and glarmg white boards
and fences~-it is a gight to hurry from, and we
did. Not oven the hazivess of dreamy Octobor
could give a charm to such a scone a3 Lhis, One
roflection, and ono only, redeems the scene from
utter hideousness, and that w tho ovidence it
gives that the Government has not forgotten
those who died for it, but strotches over them
its remombrance in a kindly fashion. In tho
mound in the contro of the inclosure is tho flag-
staff from which somotimes tho starry banuer is
floating, an omblem of tho gupromacy of tho
Foderal Government. And this is ono thing

moro to rob tho placo of its unsightlinoss—but
these aro all.

A BIODESY JOUTHERN UNIONIST.

Coming to tho mere recent, doad, I must men-
tion the decorso yostordsy of TRUEWORTIY Dub-
LEY, ono of the Grand Jury that indictod Fey-
FERION David at Norfolk., Mr, Dupney was a
native of Massachusetta, but had beon a resi-
dont of Yirginia tor twenty ycars, having beon
engaged i tho liquor business in this city,
where, aays tho Richmond 7¥mnes, he w.a highly
esteomed beforo the war  Of all (he stondfast
Union mon of this section Mr. DubLiy was ono
of the most sonsiblo and valusble. T'ashioned
of very different matorial from Hunniout
WarpwELL 2 al., ho never attompted to make
his Unionism an articlo of trade—never assumed
the I-am-hoher-than-thou air which makes those
Southern loyalisty such disagreeable company.
Mr, DupLuy was unwaver ng ard sincore.in his
fealty to tho Unton, and frankly honest in the

oxprossion of his opinions, but nevor blatant,
nover frothy ovor tho fact, like ¢o many who
havo a far less consistont record.

POLITICY DULL—NEWSPAPERS AND THEIR IDEAS
OF ENTERPRISE,

I have dwelt thus far on tho doad past, and
what now of the living present? I lmrHly know,
I have traversed the columns of the nowspapers
of tho entire State for the prat weelk, and found
not n word politically that is significant. The
newspapors are boginnmg to oschow politics al-
togothor, and fill their editoral columns with ar-
ticles about internal improvemonts, crops, Eu-
ropoan questions, and othor subjocts of liko na-
turo, For a day or two past, indoed, someo of
thom have had approving words of the rumor
that Gon, SHERMAN 18 to assumo Mr. STANTON'S
placo as Aoting Secrotary of War, Itis an idea
they scom to like—thoir antipathy to Stanrtox
malced them wolcomo SHERMAN with cordiality ;
but this, porhaps, is hardly doing them justico.
Thoro is in Virginia » genuine respect for Sper-
MAN ad @ brave, frank goldier, and an able man,
The conviction is genoral that, intellectually, he
is tho groat man developed by tho war on tho
Northorn side, and Virginiansg have rospect for
montal power wherever found,

This Yirginia fiold, just at this moment, is the
most barron on oarth for tho lettcr-writer, Eve-
erybody i3 attonding strictly to his own E‘;mtc
affairs, and letting those of everybody elso, in-
cluding the nation's, soverely alono. There are
no outrages on freedmen, no ** troasonablo” so-
ciebles, no political moetings or meetings of an
xind, no uproars or rows of any sort or kind,
This perfect quietudo is tho best thing possible
for everybody except the newspaper-writer, and
therefore he must not grumble.

Tho Press of thig city partakes of the general
lagsitude and stagnation, and does not consider
& 8how of enterprise necessary., For wnstance,
this morning it did not contain o single Asso-
sociated Press dispatceh that was not received mn
thid city l){ 4 o’clock yesterday; whatever came
attor that hour they will publish to-rnorrow as
morning dispatches, In local matters™tho Rich-
mond I'ross is prompt and onergotic, but in
news from the world beyond it is lamentably be-
hind the age—that 18, it is usually just twenty-
four hours behind Wa.shington and Baltimoro,
But laboring under tho disadvantages the nows-
papers here do, it would perhaps be requesting
too much to ask more enterprise of them. They
have just made their quarterly retuins of adyer-
tising to the Internal Revenue Assessor, and re-
turn in round numbers the 7imes, $9,000; tho
Dispaten, 36,000, and the Whig and Erammer,
34,000 each. With these receipts thore is scarce-
ly a warain for enterprise 1n the conduct of the
papors, k. C.
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